
History of The Symphony Guild of Charlotte, Inc. 

Founded in 1950, The Symphony Guild of Charlotte, Inc. (The Guild) has a rich history ingrained in the 

Charlotte community and continues to dedicate support and service to symphonic music to this day.  

Mission and Structure  

The Guild’s mission is to provide financial and volunteer support to the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra 

(CSO) and to further music appreciation and education. Initially established as the Women’s Division of 

the Charlotte Symphony Society, the organization was officially organized in 1953 as the Charlotte 

Symphony Women’s Association (CSWA).  

In 1992, the organization was incorporated as The Symphony Guild of Charlotte, Inc., a separate 501c3. 

The Guild initiated a two-pronged board structure: a Board of Directors led by the duly elected 

chairperson and a President’s Council overseen by the president. The governing boards were 

restructured into one traditional board configuration in 1998. Men were welcomed as members in 1993.  

Fundraising  

In 1972, the organization established the first Charlotte Symphony ASID Designer House to support an 

annual music camp for the Charlotte Symphony Youth Orchestras (CSYO). Recognized for producing one 

of the longest, consecutively running designer houses in the nation, The Guild showcased beautiful 

homes in Charlotte for almost four decades, and was featured in national magazines and a TV show.  

The Guild held other notable fundraising events, including Overture, Classical Idol, Painted Violins, 

Symphony Guild Balls, Festival of Trees, and over a decade of fashion shows. Fundraising also included 

the Cookie Jar fund, which supported summer study scholarships and the Have-A-Heart Campaign.  

Numerous events, programs, summer camps, and concerts were organized to support the CSO and its 

youth programs, including the annual Youth Festival, which showcased both youth orchestras and a side-

by-side performance with the CSO. At the 2001 Youth Festival, The Guild was recognized by proclamation 

for its youth music education activities.  

A regional Symphony Guild Young Artists Competition (YAC) for high school students was established in 

1955 and continues today in partnership with the CSO; it is The Guild’s longest-running project. 

CSO Support  

In the late 1970s, the CSWA supported the CSO by marking the string section’s music in addition to 

assisting with office duties and backstage dinners for the musicians. Guild volunteers also supported the 

CSO Cabaret concert series.  

During the 1980s, the organization sponsored the annual performances of Tchaikovsky's "Nutcracker 

Suite" in conjunction with the North Carolina School of the Arts ballet school. The organization also 

presented Lollipops Concerts for children, a series introducing young listeners to orchestral music 

through story-based concerts.  

For many years, The Guild volunteered as ushers at Ovens Auditorium for youth concerts for 4th and 5th 

graders of Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools (CMS) and area private schools.  



In 1994, The Guild introduced a new committee to host CSO guest artists. In 1999, the Marie R. Rowe 

Award for Charlotte’s Outstanding Volunteer for the Arts was established, annually recognizing many of 

Charlotte’s top philanthropists.  

Music Education  

The Musical Petting Zoo (MPZ) was initiated in 1990 to engage children in playing symphonic musical 

instruments. The MPZ program, which ended in 2020, offered multiple activities for children.  

In 2000, The Guild created the Education Endowment Fund to support special education projects. The 

Guild funded a Master Class for young musicians and underwrote merit and need-based scholarships to 

CSYO members. The Guild also funded resident summer music camps for the senior youth orchestra and 

juniors for more than 50 years.  

In 2013, the renowned annual YAC competition for young students hosted the largest field of 

competitors since its founding in 1955 and has sustained a high level of participation to this day. In 2019, 

the YAC was restructured to include two phases: a preliminary video submittal followed by a live finalist 

competition.  

The Symphony Guild Today  

The Guild hosts key fundraising events today, including the Heart of the Home Tour and the Silent 

Auction, in addition to other endeavors, including the Overture Luncheon, Beat Beethoven 5K Race, 

TopGolf Birdie for Beethoven Tournament, and Shimmer & Shine. Each event enables The Guild to 

contribute substantial funds to the CSO as part of its mission.  

Specifically, The Guild has contributed over $3.5 million to the CSO throughout its 75-year history. 

In addition to grants to the CSO Annual Fund, significant gifts over the years include endowments for the 

Youth Orchestra conductor and principal oboe chair, a fine violin, two timpani sets, a bass clarinet, a 

contrabassoon, a CSO van, and office computer equipment.  

Members of The Guild share in the joy of symphonic music, working together and volunteering in its 

various activities while sustaining an appreciation for music throughout the Charlotte region. The Guild 

continues to cultivate a diverse organization dedicated to supporting today’s symphony and tomorrow’s 

musicians. 


