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 Summer 2009 

Volunteers Supporting Today’s Symphony and Tomorrow’s Musicians 
The Symphony Guild 

of Charlotte, Inc. 

 

o'-ver-ture:  opening new doors for music 

 

O’-ver-ture Event Promotes Huge Community Commitment 

By Melissa Woolf 
 At lunchtime on Thurs-
day, May 7, The Symphony 
Guild hosted the first O’-ver-
ture at Myers Park Baptist 
Church.  Heaton Hall was 
filled with over 200 Guild 
members and their guests 
who were invited not only 
for lunch but to gain an in-
depth look at the worthwhile 
work of The Guild and its 
impact on the Charlotte com-
munity. 
 The purpose of the lunch-
eon was to increase funds, 
family and friends:  funds to 
ensure the music keeps play-
ing….family to support the 
work of The Guild…friends 
to bring the message of our 
work to the community. It 
was an hour-long gathering 
filled with great music, good 
food and compelling stories 
celebrating The Guild’s con-
tinuous support for sym-
phonic music in our commu-
nity for almost 60 years. 
 A special note of thanks 
to the 38 members who 
served as table hosts and co-
hosts, inviting friends to fill 
their tables and underwriting 
the cost of the lunch for their 
guests.  [Ed. Note: See page 
8 for a list of hosts and do-
nors.]  As guests took their 
seats and enjoyed a box 

lunch, the story of The Guild 
was told by PowerPoint  on a 
large  screen at the front of 
the hall.  This presentation 
was created by event co-
chair Linda Weisbruch. 
 Following a warm wel-
come by our own Mistress of 
Ceremonies, Mary Staton, 
entertainment was provided 
by members of the Charlotte 

Symphony Youth Orches-
tras.  Jennifer Wescott, on 
cello was accompanied by 
her sister, Lauren, on piano.  
They  played The Swan by 
Camille Saint-Saens.  Later 
in the program guests were 
entertained by Anna Boyle, 
violin, Joshua Boyle, cello 
and Hannah Prendergrass, 
violin.  They played the fi-
nale from Ludwig von Bee-
thoven’s Trio in C Major, 
Opus 87. 
 Additional participants in 
the program included Anna 

Brock, former Youth Or-
chestra member and now a 
Charlotte Symphony orches-
tra member;  Mike Warner, 
Vice President of Develop-
ment for the Charlotte Sym-
phony; and Teresa Cain, 
MLIS, ImaginOn.  Each par-
ticipant told a compelling 
story about the vital role The 
Symphony Guild has played 
in the lives of the children in 
our region.  They also em-
phasized the unfailing sup-
port that The Guild has pro-
vided the Charlotte Sym-
phony for nearly six dec-
ades. 
 Closing remarks were 
made by David Tang, Asso-
ciate Conductor of the Char-
lotte Symphony from 1996-
2003.  Currently, David is 
the Founding Director of the 
Firebird Arts Alliance and 
the Artistic Director of Caro-
lina Voices.  He also serves 
on the Advisory Board for 
Charlotte Chamber Music. 
As an energetic supporter of 
The Guild, David spoke to 
t h e  c r o w d  s a y i n g , 
“especially in times like 
these,  I would argue that 
feeding our souls, our hearts 
and our minds is equally, if 
not more important, than 
feeding our bodies and keep-
ing roofs over our heads.  I 

believe that the human spirit 
requires extra nourishment 
to face the challenges before 
us as a global community, 
and without faith that tomor-
row can be better than today, 
even full stomachs and se-
cure housing cannot help us 
muster the will to pursue that 
better tomorrow for us and 
those we love.” 
 Following the inspiring 
program, guests were asked 
to make a commitment to the 
mission of The Symphony 
Guild and to help “open new 
doors for music.” Thirty-two 
new members joined our 
organization that afternoon 
and over $20,000 in gifts and 
pledges were received.   

Mistress of Ceremonies Mary 
Staton (Left), and President 

Cookie Parnell 

O’-ver-ture Co-Chairs  
Linda Weisbruch (Left) and 

Melissa Woolf (Right) with Vice 
President-Marketing 

Kathy Prokay 
celebrate success! 
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from the desk of the outgoing President . .  . 
Web Site: symphonyguildcharlotte.org 
 

E-mail address:  
office@symphonyguildcharlotte.org  

 

The Symphony Guild of Charlotte, Inc. 
1515 Mockingbird Lane, Suite 406 

Charlotte, NC  28209-3236 
704.525.0522 

 

Guild Office Hours: 
Monday: 10:00am-2:00pm 

Wednesday: 10:00am-2:00pm 
PLEASE NOTE NEW HOURS 

The League of American Orchestras 
33 W. 60th Street, 5th Floor 
New York, NY 10023 
212.262.5161 

SGC OFFICE 

Midtown Plaza 
1300 Baxter Street, Suite 300 
Charlotte, NC 28204 
 

CSO Office:  704.972.2003 
Fax: 704.972.2012 
Box Office: 704.972.2000 
Fax: 704.972.2011 

IMPORTANT!! 
  Please be sure to call Office Manager  
Ellen Crowley before planning to use 
the office for meetings or work ses-
sions, especially on Mondays and 
Wednesdays when The Guild’s Office 
Administrator, Stephanie Levin, is in 
the office. 
 

The Office Manager MUST approve 
any items that are to be sent bulk mail 
BEFORE they are printed. This is to 
ensure they conform to strict USPS 
standards. 
 

PROCEDURE FOR USING  
CONFERENCE ROOM… 

The conference room is now locked at all 
times. After reserving the conference room 
through Ellen Crowley, be sure to obtain a 
key from the building office, Suite 100, and 
lock and return the key to the building office 
after use. 

CSO 

SOVA 
Southeastern Orchestra  
Volunteers Association 
7804 Fairview Road # 177 
Charlotte, NC 28226-4945 
sova05@aol.com 

LAO 

Mission Statement 
The purpose of The Symphony Guild of Charlotte, Inc. is to create, develop and promote an in-
terest in symphonic music in the community of Charlotte and the surrounding metropolitan area 
and to provide financial and volunteer support to the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra Society, 
Inc., the Charlotte youth symphonies and symphonic educational activities. 

 It seems like it was just yesterday that Christie Clardy passed the gavel to 
me and I became President of The Guild. Despite the financial challenges that 
The Guild has had this past year with the downturn of the economy, I enjoyed 
my year as President of this wonderful organization. The Symphony Guild of 
Charlotte is comprised of talented members who are passionate about sym-
phonic music and youth education.  Each of you helped to make my year as 
President special to me. 
 The Guild has had many challenges this year, as other non-profits have had. 
Your support, dedication, tireless energy, enthusiasm and creativity have made 
a difference. We ended the year on a high note with “O’-ver-ture: opening new 
doors for music.” Linda Weisbruch and Melissa Woolf did an outstanding job 

organizing this event on May 7.  The Guild 
gained 32 new members. It was truly a great 
day for our organization. 
 It has been a privilege to serve as President 
of this dynamic organization. I am indebted to 
the 2008-09 Board and Committee Chairs for 
all of their hard work this past year.  As The 
Guild continues to meet challenges and make 
plans for the future, I leave you in good hands 

with Kit Ramage as President. Many thanks to each of you for your part in 
keeping the music playing in our community. 

from the desk of the incoming President . .  . 
 The time has come for me to put to use all the excellent training I have re-
ceived from last year’s LAO conference, SOVA workshops, working on a vari-
ety of committees over the years, the marvelous input of Cookie Parnell, and 
most importantly from you, The Guild volunteers.  I wouldn’t be here without 
you all. 
 Let’s all give Cookie another round of applause for a job extremely well 
done.  Cookie is AWESOME!  She took me under her wing all year, keeping me 
abreast of all that was going on so I wouldn’t take office with blinders on.  On 
top of being thoroughly organized, Cookie was great fun to work with.  I cannot 
thank you enough, Cookie, for all you have given The Guild and me during your 
tenure. 
 Despite the sinister economy, I am very optimistic about the upcoming year 
in The Guild.  We have many new faces who, I’m sure, will bring us many new 
ideas.  O’-ver-ture made it clear that the community was not aware of what The 
Guild does.  The positive response to the luncheon was a shot of adrenaline.  
Sometimes we take for granted the importance of what we do in the community, 
but O’-ver-ture made us all look at ourselves objectively, and the mirror reflected 
an impressive image. 
 Have a relaxed and carefree summer, and be prepared to hit the ground run-
ning when we gather again in the autumn. 
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By Marta Fales 
 The annual meeting of The 
Symphony Guild of Charlotte 
was held on May 12 at South-
minster Retirement Commu-

nity.  The 
social hour 
began at 6 
o ’ c l o c k 
with mem-
bers being 
treated to 
de l ic ious 

food prepared by Guild mem-
bers and wine or soft drinks.  
Everyone appreciated the op-
portunity to see old friends 
and  meet new members.  
Quite a few of  our newest 
members who joined at the 
O’-ver-ture luncheon, were 
present.  Cookie Parnell in-
troduced all the new members. 
 Kit Ramage announced 
that Carol Follmer will or-
ganize The Guild notebooks 
for the incoming board mem-
bers.  She has offered to do 
this task in memory of our 
dear friend, Bobby Brenner, 
who did this previously. 
 The business meeting in-
cluded the reading of reports 
from the area vice-presidents.  
Priscilla Sabatelli, Enrich-
ment Vice President, reported 

that the work was completed  
with the help of all of the vol-
unteers.  Next year's Youth 
Festival will again be held at 
Ovens Auditorium.  Fundrais-
ing Vice President Betty 
Siefert reported on the fund-
raising activities for the past 
year.  Oscar Night was a suc-
cess as were the three retail 
events, and the newest ven-
ture, the O’-ver-ture luncheon 
chaired by Linda Weisbruch 
and Melissa Woolf, brought 
us 32 new members as well as 
generous donations and 
pledges.  Once again, The 
Power of Women Fashion 
Show will be an evening event 
in the autumn.  Kathy Pro-
kay, Marketing Vice Presi-
dent, thanked her committee 
and announced that an article 
about the O’-ver-ture lunch-
eon will be in the July issue of 
SouthPark Magazine.  She 
also announced that the Sum-
mer issue of Noteables will be 
on-line through The Guild’s 
website.  Membership Vice 
President Marta Fales an-
nounced the increase in mem-
bership from 200 to 238 due 
in a large part to the O’-ver-
ture luncheon.  She thanked 
the new members for helping 

The Guild “to keep the music 
playing.”  Incoming Treas-
urer, Anne McKnight ex-
plained that The Guild has a 
healthy reserve to help us 
through these rough times.  
We gave the Charlotte Sym-
phony a cash donation of 
$25,000 plus an additional 
$11,740 from the sale of swag 
bags and balloon pops at 
Oscar Night.  This makes our 
total donation to the CSO  
$36,740. 
 Cookie Parnell, with the 
assistance of Lisa Phillips, 
gave a special award to Julia 
Church.  Julia, along with 
Lisa, has been the heart and 
soul of the Musical Petting 
Zoo.  For ten years Julia has 
kept the Musical Petting Zoo 
moving forward.  This year 
Lisa Phillips will make a 
presentation at the National 
League of American Orches-
tras when the Musical Petting 
Zoo receives a Gold Book 
Award.  It is thanks to Julia 
and Lisa that the Petting Zoo 
has made such a huge impact 
on the community.  As Julia 
retires from the Petting Zoo, 
Cookie spoke for all when she 
told her, “you have made a 
difference!” 

 The Board members from 
2008-2009 were recognized 
and Linda Weisbruch, Chair 
of the Nominating Committee, 
presented the 2009-2010 slate.   
The 2009-2010 Board was 
accepted by the membership. 
 Cookie thanked the mem-
bership for the “privilege of 
serving.” She said  she will 
have “great memories” to 
carry with her.  She then gave 
the gavel to incoming Presi-
dent, Kit Ramage, but not 
before a few timely ‘gifts’ 
were bestowed upon Kit by 
Cookie.  Included was a bottle 
of Tylenol PM, copy paper, 
chocolate for stressful mo-
ments, and a 
‘that was 
easy’ but-
ton. 
 Kit then 
assumed her 
position as 
p r e s i d e n t .  
She pre-
sented to 
Cookie a 
beautiful, large crystal Tiffany 
bowl with an inscription to 
Cookie for her undying ser-
vice to The Guild.  Kit then 
introduced the new Board to 
the members. 

2008-2009 Annual Meeting 

By Betty Lou Newcomb 
     The Month of May sees 
many commencements, and 
this year The Guild had one 
too.   On Tuesday May 19, 
Guild 101 held its "graduating 
activity" for those new mem-
bers who have been in The 
Guild for more than a year  at 
The Symphony Guild Office. 
 Incoming President Kit 
Ramage spoke about being a 
member.  She also talked 
about becoming a future com-
mittee chair/officer once they 
felt secure in their knowledge 
of the various Guild activities 
and were ready to step ahead 
to a new role. 

  Next year's curriculum 
for Guild 101 for our newest 
members is already being 
planned by both New Mem-
ber Chair Rebecca Klepser, 
and Mentor Chair Francie 
Lopez.  The first meeting to 
be held later this summer will 
begin acquainting new mem-
bers with the inside workings 
of The Guild. 

Guild 101 Graduates Guild Coffees a Big Success 

 The last Guild Coffee of 
the year was held April 7 at 
the home of Anne and Rich-
ard McKnight.  Members 
and a prospective new mem-
ber enjoyed the evening with 
refreshments, coffee, and 
wine. 
 At the coffee, the O’-ver-
ture luncheon and future plans 
for The Guild in the upcom-
ing year were discussed.  
 Four coffees were held 
this year for the membership. 
Each one provided a great 
opportunity for all members 
to hear about upcoming Guild 
events.  They allowed pro-
spective members to meet our 

members and learn about our 
organization as well as pro-
viding all members an oppor-
tunity to socialize. 

 We hope you will make 
plans to attend the coffees 
next year.  It’s a great way to 
meet fellow members. 
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ENRICHMENT 

The Musical Petting Zoo Co-Chairs, 
Julia Church and Lisa Phillips, 

wish to pay tribute to the 161 Symphony Guild mem-
bers, the CSYO and JYO, the Providence Day Key-
ettes, and Friends of the Musical Petting Zoo volun-
teers who helped at 16 events at ImaginOn  and at an 
all day street festival.  These volunteers who worked  

from June 1, 2008 through May 31, 2009,  helped 
bring music into the lives of 3,052 children, teens, 

and adults.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We appreciate your dedication and support….YOU 
KEPT THE MUSIC PLAYING!!! 

Thank You, 
Musical Petting Zoo Volunteers  

By Priscilla Sabatelli 
 The CSO's 2008-2009 
Lollipops Concerts have been 
a huge success with sell-out 
crowds.  “Cinderella” was so 
popular that a second concert 
was added.  In the hour before 
each concert, both the Char-
lotte Symphony's Education 
Department and The Guild's 
Musical Petting Zoo provided 
musical hands-on entertain-
ment for the concert goers.  
Many families came early to 
fully enjoy this hour and even 
a few parents tooted a horn.  
It was wonderful to see many 
of the same families at each 
concert and make the ac-
quaintance of children who 
relish their ability to “play” 
the MPZ's instruments.  
 Many Guild members and 
their families too have be-
come mainstays of the Musi-
cal Petting Zoo’s appearances 

at the Lollipops Concerts.  
Without them and the student 
volunteers, what would we 
do?  Many hands made it pos-
sible to keep up with the 
crowd and keep those mouth 
pieces clean—and tasting of 
spearmint alcohol. Helping 
little ones who can hardly 
hold a French horn or a trom-
bone,  but who can really belt 
out some sounds is good fun. 
Seeing other children come 
back time and time again to 
play one favorite instrument 
or to finally get that flute to 
sound can only make you 
smile.  What a thrill for them 
and what fun for the helpers 
who made this possible. True, 
it was often loud, but the mu-
sical sounds are such fun and 
so joyful. 
 With the help of JYO and 
CSYO members, and the 
more musical among the 

Guild members, the children 
have some expert help getting 
to know the instruments and 
how they work.  This year, 
Providence Day students also 
helped with the Musical Pet-
ting Zoo.  They have been a 
great addition to our cadre of 
volunteers.  Most volunteers 
stay for the concert and then 
help hand out the Lollipops 
after the concert.  
 Music and children bring 
joy to life and what a wonder-
ful way to share in both.  We 
are looking forward to a new 
year of interesting concerts 
and children having fun with 
the instruments  

Musical Petting Zoo 
at the Lollipops Concerts 

Guild Helps With 
Youth Orchestra Auditions 

By Janet Cauley 
 Auditions once again went 
like clock work.  And clock 
work it is with an audition 
every 6 to 7 minutes, 8 days 
in all, countless hours made 
up of nervous minutes for 
aspiring CSYO and JYO 
members.    Students sign in, 
are assigned a practice room 
to warm up, and then are 
brought out just a short while 
before their audition.  All this 
works because of the dedica-
tion of Dr. Pereira, the 
coaches, the superb organiza-
tion of the Youth Orchestras' 
manager Chris Rydel and her 
“box,” Guild Youth Orchestra 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J a c k i e 
Slaugenhaupt and her all day 
Sunday stints, and the numer-
ous volunteers who come in 
to help on afternoons and 

evenings!   
 If you haven't yet volun-
teered for this job, do give it a 
try.  It is interesting to watch 
the different reactions of the 
students as they go in and as 
they come out from having 
played.  Many times the par-
ents are more nervous.  
Watching the harpist carefully 
lower the harp so as to go 
under the chapel door at St 
Luke's Lutheran Church gives 
one an idea of the many varie-
ties of athleticism involved in 
being a musician.    It is not 
all breathe control, embou-
chure, and bowing arm.  
When results are posted you 
can see if any of those you 
saw are seated for the upcom-
ing year.  Make sure also to 
go hear their concerts as they 
are truly fine. 

By Lisa Phillips 
 Come join the fun at 
ImaginOn! 
 Periodically we will be 
emailing the Zoo's ImaginOn 
schedule and hope you will 
respond and volunteer to help 
us out!  To be utterly frank, 
we no longer can call volun-
teers individually.  WE NEED 
YOU IN ORDER TO KEEP 
THIS PROJECT GOING! 
 ImaginOn is easy to get to 
and has free parking.  Lots of 
families from all walks of life 
visit us there and the Zoo 
really makes an impact.  No 
musical experience is neces-
sary. Now that summer is 
here, we have weekday  and 
weekend dates. 
 Sat., May 30, 10:30 - 1pm 
 Wed., June 24, 1:30 - 4pm 
 Wed., July 22, 1:30 - 4pm 
I look forward to hearing 
from you ! 

Greetings Musical 
Petting Zoo Friends  
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THE SYMPHONY GUILD 
OF CHARLOTTE, INC. 
2009-2010 Board of Directors 

 
OFFICERS 

 
 President        Kit Ramage 
 President Elect      Marta Fales 
 Secretary        Carol Graham 
 Treasurer        Anne McKnight 
 Assistant Treasurer     Sallie Moody 
 VP Enrichment      Sharon Lacy 
 VP Fundraising      Linda Borders 
 VP Management & Planning  Beth Garges 
 VP Marketing & Public Relations Melissa Woolf 
 VP Membership      Betty Lou Newcomb 
 Immediate Past President   Cookie Parnell 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
 Past Presidents’ Representative  Nancy Carter   

 Directors (2008-2010)    Jane Gregor 
           Carol Holmes 
           Stephanie Pettit 
           Lisa Phillips 
           Sandra Williamson 
 

 Directors (2009-2010)    Janet Cauley 
           Sylvia Forsythe 
           Debbie Phillips 
           Kathy Prokay 
           Mary Staton 
 

 Advisors: 
  2008-2010      Ginger Kelly* 
  2009-2011      Mary Jane Gilmore* 
 

 Nominating Committee Chair  Linda Daleure* 
 

   
 *Non-Voting 

Don’t Forget to Renew  
Your Guild Membership 

for 2009-2010! 
 

 Thank you to all who have renewed their 
membership and sent in their forms. 
 If you have not done so to date, and to be 
certain your name gets in the new Directory, 
be sure to send in your membership renewal 
forms to: 
 

Anne McKnight 
8433 Greencastle Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

By Betty Seifert 
 O’-ver-ture was a great 
success!  Many people 
worked hard to bring this 
new event about.  First and 
foremost I would like to give 
special thanks to Linda 
Weisbruch and Melissa 
Woolf who chaired the com-
mittee.   Thank you also to 
Peggy Dreher who secured 
musicians, guest speakers, 
and wrote program notes; 
Mary Staton, Mistress of 
Ceremonies; Linda Borders 
for the table flowers and 
swag bags; Shirley Fleet-
wood who secured the cater-
ing; Sharon Lacy, table 
hosts; and Kathy Prokay for 
marketing.  Thanks go to the 
CSO for providing vouchers 
for the swag bags and to 

Laura Thompson for her 
valuable advice on “ask” 
luncheons. 

 It is with a glad heart that 
I retire from being Vice 
President-Fundraising.  I 
hope that you will all support 
Linda Borders, incoming 
Vice President-Fundraising 
and incoming president  Kit 
Ramage in the next year’s 
fundraising projects. 
 Thanks to all of you who 
made this a great year in 
spite of the economy. 

Thank You 
From Your 

Vice President-Fundraising 

Guild and Parents Association 
Co-Sponsor CSYO Camps 

 The CSYO 2009-2010 
season begins with a free 
five-day residential summer 
camp from August 5-9, 2009 
at Converse College, Spar-
tanburg, SC.  The CSYO will 

perform its 
first public 
concert of the 
season the 
last day of 

camp—Sunday, August 9. 
 This summer camp is a 
project of The Symphony 
Guild of Charlotte and this 
year will be financed through 
our fundraising projects and 
funds from the CSYO Par-
ents Association. 
 The camp is the only 
youth orchestra camp of its 
kind in the United States.  In 
1994, the then American 
Symphony Orchestra League 
(now League of American 

Orchestras) selected The 
Guild to present this project 
at its national convention and 
recognized The Guild with 
an award. 
 The JYO is planning an 
intensive one-day mini-camp 
in October.  They will work 
with their sectional coaches 
and have a full orchestra 
rehearsal.  At the end of the 
day, the students, their par-
ents and the staff enjoy a pot 
luck dinner. 
 This event is hosted by 
The Symphony Guild and 
the CSYO Parents Associa-
tion. 
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May 12, 2009 
 
 As the end of The Symphony Guild’s 2008-09 year approaches, I am pleased to report that the Board of Directors, Committee 
Chairs, and members continue to focus on The Guild’s mission statement to promote symphonic music within our community and 
support the Charlotte Symphony and the Charlotte Symphony Youth Orchestras. Through the dedication of our membership, we 
have made a difference. 
 In lieu of a Designer House this year, we had several new fundraisers. For the first time, The Guild collaborated with the Char-
lotte Symphony in the production of  “A Note-able Fanfare,” a celebration of the 2008-09 Charlotte Symphony season. To open new 
doors for music and to celebrate The Guild’s 60th year, The Guild organized a new venture, “O’-ver-ture.”  This event had a three-
fold goal: to raise awareness of our organization, to increase membership and, of course, to raise money for The Guild's projects. The 
Guild continues to explore new and different ways to raise funds to meet the challenges of these difficult economic times.  
 The standing committees met during the year to assure that The Guild continued to run smoothly. With the help of all of The 
Guild volunteers, much was accomplished for the Charlotte Symphony Youth Orchestras, the Charlotte Symphony, and our city. 
 On behalf of the Board of Directors and committee chairs, I extend to you, The Guild volunteers, much gratitude for your con-
tinuing commitment this past year. Many thanks for your support and encouragement during the year to keep the music playing in 
our community. It has been a privilege to serve as President of this outstanding organization.  
 
Respectively submitted, 
Cookie Parnell 
President 2008-09 
 

2008-09 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Enrichment Accomplishments: 

Underwrote $33,965 for a five-day resident camp at Converse College for 100 Charlotte Symphony Youth Orchestra members 
and coaches. 

Awarded  $11,250 in scholarships, tuition assistance, and private study need and merit scholarships. 
Presented a full scholarship to a two-week summer camp at UNC School of the Arts jointly sponsored by the Wallenhhaupt 

Family and the UNC School of the Arts. 
Received $9,455 in donations for the 22nd Annual Youth Festival. Richard J. Osborne was the Honorary Chair. 
Continued to sponsor the Young Artists Competition, held at Queens University where the regions top classical student musi-

cians auditioned for both monetary prizes and the opportunity to play with the CSO or the CSYO. 
Musical Petting Zoo (MPZ) provided volunteers for 16 events at ImaginOn, five Lollipops concerts, one street festival, and one 

preschool. Over 3,000 children, teens, and adults were served. 
The 2007-08 MPZ won a Gold Book Award for Excellence and will be presented at the League of American Orchestras Confer-

ence in Chicago in June 2009. 
Volunteered at six school concerts attended by 30,000 students. 
Volunteered at the auditions for the Charlotte Symphony Youth Orchestras. 
Held Youth Festival at Ovens Auditorium. 

 
 

Mission Statement:  The purpose of The Symphony Guild of Charlotte, Inc. is to create, develop and promote an interest in sym-
phonic music in the community of Charlotte and the surrounding metropolitan area and to provide financial and volunteer support 
to the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra Society, Inc., the Charlotte youth symphonies and symphonic educational activities. 

The Symphony Guild of Charlotte, Inc. 
1515 Mockingbird Lane, Suite 406, Charlotte, NC 28209 
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Fundraising Accomplishments: 

Collaborated with the Charlotte Symphony to produce A Note-able Fanfare to celebrate the opening of the 2008-09 symphony 
season, netting The Guild almost $16,000. 

Presented The Power of Women Fashion Show at the Mercedes-Benz of South Charlotte showroom with Fashions from Our 
Place and Nitsa’s and jewelry from Perry’s at SouthPark. Honorary Chairs were Linda Lockman-Brooks and Lucy Bush 
Carter. The project netted $8,367.  The Marie R. Rowe Award was given to Emily and Zach Smith. 

Partnered with Simon Night of Giving in a retail fundraising event. 
Sponsored a recital featuring Ben Smolen. 
Restarted Gatherings, which included a scrapbook party, a chili party, and a Mediterranean Tea 
Held O’-ver-ture, which gave The Guild the opportunity to tell how we impact the community. Two hundred people attended, 

32 people joined The Guild and $20,000 was received in donations and pledges. 
Sponsorship Team revised the Fundraising Guidelines. 

 
Management and Planning Accomplishments: 

Long Range Planning: Worked on the tactical plans for 2009-10 and discussed fundraising ideas for The Guild. 
Budget and Finance: Continued to review the finances of The Guild and prepared the budget for 2009-10. 
Reduced the storage units to one. 
Organized the materials for all committee notebooks. 
Continued to go through past records to see what should be kept. 

 
Marketing and Public Relations Accomplishments: 

Developed new CSO playbill. 
Nine issues of The Horn were e-mailed to the membership. The final issue was e-mailed to the membership as a link to our web-

site. 
Tri-folds were placed in local Realtors’ Welcome Packets so newcomers could learn about The Symphony Guild. 
A pilot study was completed to determine feasibility of e-mailing Noteables in order to save printing and mailing costs. 
Three issues of Noteables were mailed to the membership; the final issue will be e-mailed. 
Regular use of the Community Events Calendar to promote Guild events. 
Regular use of WFAE.org and WDAV.org to promote Guild events. 
Sent invitations to Olivia Fortsen of The Observer for event promotion. 
Developed and maintained relationship with Meg Whalen from the CSO for joint publicity endeavors. 
Developed relationship with ImaginOn publicity group for publicity purposes of MPZ. 
Continued update of Scrapbook  with many photos taken of 2008-09 events. 
Prepared several power point presentations to highlight the work of The Guild. 

 
Membership Accomplishments: 

Printed 300 directories for Guild members, CSO, and to keep in office as needed; membership 238. 
Sent cards and acknowledgements to members during the year. 
Initiated Guild 101 for new members: each new member was assigned a mentor, given a Guild logo bag with a notebook and 

“hints” from the New Member Chair.  Combining information with social activities, Guild 101 held several meetings/
dinners to inform new members about Guild activities and to let them know how we use the money we earn. 

Held four Guild coffees. 
Held Guild Night at the CSO for a classics concert with a reception before the concert for Volunteer Appreciation Month. 
The Fall Membership Meeting honored members who had been in The Guild for 25, 30, 35 and 45 years. 92 members and 

spouses attended the Holiday Party, the Winter Meeting was held at Bonterra, and the Annual Meeting and reception was 
held at Southminster Retirement Community. 

As of June 1, 2008, we had 16 new members. We added 36 new members during the year, including 32 from the O’-ver-ture 
luncheon. 

 
Charlotte Symphony Support: 
 Because The Guild did not have a Designer House this year, we did not make a pledge to the CSO. However, we were pleased  
 to be able to give the Charlotte Symphony $25,000 for 2008-09.  In addition, The Guild donated $11,740 to the CSO through   
 the sale of swag bags, balloon pops and the auction at Oscar Night.  
 
 

The Symphony Guild of Charlotte, Inc. 
Volunteers Supporting Today’s Symphony and Tomorrow’s Musicians 

A 501 (c)(3) Non-Profit Volunteer Organization 
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The Symphony Guild of Charlotte 
thanks our generous donors 

for helping us keep the music playing! 
 

The following list includes major sponsors of all our projects, including: 
 

First Annual Opening Season Gala—A Note-able Fanfare—Fall, 2008 
11th Annual Marie R. Rowe Award & Fashion Show—Fall, 2008 

22nd Annual Youth Festival—Winter, 2009 
as well as supporters of our Enrichment Endowment and our Musical Education Fund. 

 

Guarantors 

Charlotte Symphony 
Catherine & Wilton Connor 

Goodrich Corporation 

Mercedes-Benz of South Charlotte 
Rodgers Builders 

Betty Seifert 

Principals 

Dee Beard Dean 
Jane’s Gems Boutique 

 

Deborah King Melina 
Rich Osborne 

Debbie & Pat Phillips 

George Thompson 
Vespa of Charlotte 

Sponsors and Sustainers 
Azura Spa 

Boardwalk Inn 
Linda & Bill Daleure 

Donald Haack Diamonds 

Sarah & Frank Gentry 
Debbie & Richard Hodde 

Gigi & Al Leffler 
 

Ralph Melvin Photography 
Saintsbury Brown Ranch  

Total Wine 
Triple Crown Caterers 

O’-ver-ture Table Hosts 

Linda Borders 
Cynthia Bradford 

Julia Church 
Catherine Connor 

Ellen Crowley 
Linda Daleure 
Peggy Dreher 

Lisa Evans 
Shirley Fleetwood 

Beth Garges 
Jane Gregor 
Marta Fales 
Joan Foley 

Carol Follmer 
Sarah Gentry 

Mary Jane Gillmore 
Carol Graham 

Lanier Hoy 
Linda Hurley 
Ginger Kelly 

Barbara Kopald 
Sharon Lacy 

Anne McKnight 
Rich Osborne 

Marlene Parmele 
Cookie Parnell 

Debbie Phillips 
Lisa Phillips 
Kit Ramage 

Priscilla Sabatelli 
Betty Seifert 

Wendy Smolen 
Mary Staton 

Laura Thompson 
Susan Vadnais 

Betty Vogel 
Linda Weisbruch 

Melissa Woolf 

O’-ver-ture Donors 

Mary & Bill Staton 
Linda Borders 

Sharon & David Lacy 
Best Impressions Caterers 

Rountree Plantation 
National Gypsum Company 
Myers Park Baptist Church 
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On a Personal Note... Directory Updates 
 

        Directory Corrections 
 

Foy, Molly 
F: 800-976-4892 
C: 704-516-2277 
 

Lindsay, Corinne 
corinnelindsay@aol.com 
 

McMahon, Nancy 
nancymcmahon242@gmail.com 
 

Owens, Kathy 
kathyowens28@gmail.com 
 

Parnell, Cookie 
cfparnell1@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
Vogel, Elizabeth 
2823-334 Providence Road 
Charlotte, NC 28211 
H: 704.364.8413 
 

Wright, Jean 
H: 704-546-7680 

 

See pages 10-11 
for new members! 

 

 
 

CONDOLENCES TO: 
Jerry Brenner upon the death of his wife, our 
 friend and fellow member Bobby; 
Barbara Caine upon the death of her husband Tom, 
 also a member. 
 
 
 

WISHES FOR A QUICK RECOVERY TO: 
Corinne Lindsay. 

If you know of items for “On a Personal Note” that The 
Guild should know of, please call Ann Guild at 
704.895.8604. 

Underwriting Opportunity 
 

 We receive underwriting contributions to help enhance the 
quality of our newsletter. 
 Underwriting is a valuable tool, one that continues to be 
supported by a faithful group of members to whom we are ex-
tremely grateful. If you would like your name added to this list, 
please take this opportunity to forward a check to The Sym-
phony Guild of Charlotte, Inc. Although we request underwrit-
ing of $50 a year, we will accept donations in any amount. 

Bobby Brenner 
Janet Cauley 

Linda and Bill Daleure 
Carol Follmer 

Francie Lopez 
Cookie Parnell 
Kathy Prokay 

Thank You 
 

Our thanks to Pfeiffer University for allowing our 
Board of Directors the use of their facility during the 
past six years.  As always, we are most grateful for 
their generosity. 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 
TO RICHARD MCKNIGHT 

 

Richard has been a great help to The Guild this 
year.  We called on him many times when we had 
computer and e-mail issues, and he always came to 
our rescue.  He helped us take Noteables on-line in 
order to save printing and mailing costs. Thank you, 
Richard. We very much appreciate all that you have 
done for The Guild. 

Thank You 
 

Many thanks to David Lacy and Southminster Retirement 
Community for their support of The Symphony Guild this 
year. Fruit and cheese trays were provided for several Guild 
functions.  In addition, both the Annual Meeting and the re-
ception for the O’-ver-ture table hosts were held in the Great 
Room on the Southminster campus. We very much appreci-
ate their support of our organization. 

 

Dear Symphony Guild, 
 

 Thank you so much for the amazing op-
portunities that you extend to our commu-
nity of young and aspiring musicians.  As 
the Grand Prize winner of the Young Artists 
Competition that you sponsor, I had a once in 
a lifetime experience soloing with the Char-
lotte Symphony Orchestra.  it was truly a 
night I will never forget.  I am so grateful for 
everything that this organization does to 
support and promote music in our area. 
       Sincerely, 
       Sarah Sullivan 

 
Dear Mrs. Sabatelli, 
 Even though it’s a bit late, I would like 
to thank you and The Symphony Guild for 
presenting me with the 2009 Marie Rowe 
Scholarship.  It is such an honor, and 
thank you for your and The Symphony 
Guild’s upmost support of the CSYO! 
         Sincerely, 
         Holly Lien 



10 

Welcome New Symphony Guild Members! 
Alvarado, Jeannette and 
   Francisco 
3412 Abbey Hill Lane 
Charlotte, NC 28210 
H: 704.544.2712 
C: 704.239.6616 (J) 
C: 704.634.5229 (F) 
jmalvarado@carolina.rr.com 
 
Andrews, Dorothy L. 
7738 Springs Village Lane 
Charlotte, NC 28226 
H: 704.996.8223 
dorothylandrews@msn.com 
 
Boehm, Barbara J. 
2124 Lynbridge Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28270 
H: 704.364.6694 
 
Brainerd, Tamara 
1907 Wandering Way Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28226 
H: 704.719.4017 
tamarabrainerd@yahoo.com 
 
Brodhag, Julia G. 
3117 Sretaw Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28210 
H: 704.552.0356 
skiddie71@gmail.com 
 
Cochran, Robin 
229  N. Church St., #502 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
H: 704.372.0282 
 
Cromwell, Morgan 
1415 Kingscross Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28211 
H: 704.367.1357 
mcromwell@carolina.rr.com 
 
Dinwiddie, Jill and 
   Hargadon, Bernie 
435 S. Tryon St., #606 
Charlotte 28202 
bhargadon@aol.com 
 

Eddy, Lynda 
5800 Belle Chasse St. 
Charlotte, NC 28210 
H: 704.552.0235 
smsteve@bellsouth.net 
 
Hamilton, Michelle 
135 Lansdowne Rd. 
Charlotte, NC 28270 
H: 704.366.9014 
michelle@michellehamiltononline.com 
 
Hardie, Joanne 
3716 Cypress Club Dr., #C-405 
Charlotte, NC 28210 
H: 704.643.2310 
 
Hodas, Bunny 
5109 Hunt Stand Lane 
Charlotte, NC 28226 
H: 704.965.0970 
bunny@bunnyhodas.com 
 
Hodde, Deborah I. 
2823 Providence Rd., #345 
Charlotte, NC 28211 
H: 704.442.1414 
dolce2t@aol.com 
 
Kelley, Kathryn 
7804 Fairview Rd., #312 
Charlotte, NC 28226 
H: 704.540.9933 
kck@carolina.rr.com 
 
Kinsey, Blythe 
10911 Robinson Rock Ct. 
Charlotte, NC 28277 
H: 704.541.9547 
blythevw@carolina.rr.com 
 
Kratt, Cynthia 
6522 Sharon Hills Rd. 
Charlotte, NC 28210 
H: 704.554.0627 
chkratt@aol.com 
 
 
 

 
Lambert, Patty 
3600 Gunston Ct. 
Charlotte, NC 28226 
H: 704.544.8670 
pglambert@carolina.rr.com 
 
Martin, Amy and Jonathan 
Charlotte Symphony 
1300 Baxter Street, Suite 300 
Charlotte, NC 28204 
B: 704.714.5100 
F: 704.972.2012 
C: 704.999.8139 
jonathanm@charlottesymphony.org 
 
McKeever, Judy 
2823 Providence Rd., #124 
Charlotte, NC 28211 
H: 704.362.5025 
jandjmck1@aol.com 
 
Norman, Belinda L. 
9346 New Towne Dr. 
Matthews, NC 28105 
H: 704.942.0987 
jbmcmurray@windstream.net 
 
Paula, Paula and Henry 
4016 Chaumont Dr. 
Apex, NC 27539 
H: 919.740.4884 
p_paula@bellsouth.net 
 
Player, Martha 
5401 Hardison Rd. 
Charlotte, NC 28226 
H: 704.919.0091 
martha_mydear@msn.com 
 
Savelle, Betty 
4758 Polo Gate Boulevard 
Charlotte, NC 28216 
H: 704.817.7506 
C: 256.571.5844 
bettysavelle@carolina.rr.com 
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Noteables News Items should be e-mailed to 
Janet Cauley at jcchar@bellsouth.net, 

Gigi DeGaine-Roland at  
degaineg@hotmail.com, and the office at  

office@symphonyguildcharlotte.org 
Fall submission deadline 

August 15, 2009 
Only items received on or prior to this date can 

be used for that season’s publication. 
Noteables, the newsletter of The Symphony 

Guild of Charlotte, Inc., is published quarterly. 
 

 

Editors: Janet Cauley 
Gigi DeGaine-Roland 

VP Marketing: Melissa Woolf 
Design: Stephanie Levin 

 

Contributors: 

 
 
 
 
 

Julia Church 
Marta Fales 
Joan Foley 

Betty Lou Newcomb 
Lisa Phillips 

Priscilla Sabatelli 
Betty Seifert 

Linda Weisbruch 
Melissa Woolf 

Guild Office:  704-525-0522 
 

      offfice@symphonyguildcharlotte.org 
 www.symphonyguildcharlotte.org 

Calendar of Events 

Address comments or questions to: 
The Symphony Guild of Charlotte, Inc. 

1515 Mockingbird Lane, Suite 406 
Charlotte, NC 28209 

 
JUNE 
 6  Kannapolis Summer Pops, Village Park, Kannapolis, 8:15 pm 
 7  Summer Pops at Symphony Park, SouthPark, 8:15 pm 
       Prelude, Charlotte Symphony Youth Orchestra, 7:00 pm 
 13  Matthews Summer Pops, Stumptown Park, Matthews, 8:15 pm 
 14  Summer Pops at Symphony Park, SouthPark, 8:15 pm 
 19  Lake Norman Summer Pops, Duke Power Energy Explorium, 
      Huntersville, 8:15 pm 
 21  Summer Pops at Symphony Park, SouthPark, 8:15 pm 
 25  Guild Board & Committee Chair Meeting, Pfeiffer University, 11:30 am 
 26  Pineville Summer Pops, Belle Johnston Park, Pineville, 8:15 pm 
 27  Cornelius Summer Pops, Bailey Road Park, Cornelius, 8:15 pm 
 28  Summer Pops at Symphony Park, SouthPark, 8:15 pm 
      Annual Picnic Contest 
 
JULY 
 2  Kannapolis Summer Pops, Village Park, Kannapolis, 8:15 pm 
 3  “Celebrate America,” Symphony Park, SouthPark, 8:15 pm 
 
AUGUST 
 9  CSYO Summer Camp Concert, Converse College, Spartanburg, SC, 3:00 pm 
 15  Noteables fall issue deadline  
 20  Guild Board & Committee Chair Meeting, Pfeiffer University, 11:30 am 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 24  Guild General Membership Fall Meeting, TBA, 6:00 pm 

Sugg, Lingky 
16304 Belle Isle Drive 
Cornelius, NC 28231 
C: 201.282.8977 
lcsugg@gmail.com 
 
Thompson, Laura 
643 Sixth Baxter Crossing 
Fort Mill, SC 29708 
H: 803.493.1813 
laurathompson_nc@ymail.com 
 
Triantafyllides, Susan 
418 Colville Rd. 
Charlotte, NC 28207 
H: 704.376.7636 
striantafyllides@yahoo.com 
 
Vesano, Anne 
11335 McClure Manor Dr. 
Charlotte, NC 28277 
H: 704.752.3220 
asvesano1@carolina.rr.com 

Weller, Sally 
5101 Hayling Rd. 
Charlotte, NC 28226 
H: 704.540.6494 
sallyweller@mac.com 
 
West, Pam 
2710 Briarcliff Pl. 
Charlotte, NC 28207 
H: 704.339.0404 
alemapew45@bellsouth.net 
 
Williams, Elise L. 
3227 Fairfax Dr. 
Charlotte, NC 28209 
H: 704.527.0028 
frelise@bellsouth.net 
 

Welcome New Symphony Guild Members! 


